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princes who have fostered learning and culture. The Turks as a people have done a good deal to impede the progress of the world, but individuals of Turkish race have been brilliant exceptions. Such was Mahmud, whose court became a center where every devotee of art and literature was welcomed. Not only were the literary activities of his subjects encouraged by lavish reward's, but it was under his protection that Firdusi took in hand the great task of recasting the national epics and legends of Persia in the great work called the Shah Nameh, the "Book of Kings."
Yet Mahmud's is the only great name in the Ghaznavid dynasty. After his death in 1030 the dominion which he had built up went to pieces. He had held back the flood of nomad tribes from Turkestan, who now began to pour into Bokhara and Persia. Led by the chiefs of the house of Seljuk, the Turkish tribes to whom that name was given first shattered the power of the son of Mahmud, then mastered Persia; and in 1055 their chief, Togrul, overturned the Buide protectors of the khalif in Bagdad, and assumed their functions himself. The Seljuk became the Great Sultan, though the Abbas side was still the spiritual head of the Moslem world and its nominal lord.
Togrul's great successor, Alp Arslan, turned his arms first not upon Syria but upon Armenia, and burst through Armenia into Asia Minor. The Emperor of the moment, Romanus Diogenes, had proved himself a good soldier as a subordinate, but was a hopelessly-incompetent general. He advanced to drive back the Turk, who enticed him into the Armenian mountains, overwhelmed his forces, and took the Emperor himself prisoner, at the battle of Manzikart in 1071. ,The Turks overran Asia Minor, and swept up to the Dardanelles. Romanus Had been released, but perished immediately afterwards; the new Emperor, Michael, was forced to buy off the Turk by ceding to him as much of Asia Minor as was already in his occupation. The Seljuk general, Suleiman, who had now taken the place of Alp Arslan, set up an independent Seljuk kingdom, that of RQUIB (that is, Rome) or Iconium, while Melek Shad, the son of Alp Arslan, held the general Seljuk sultanate, and brought Syria and Palestine under his direct dominion.
The Turkish ascendency was of evil omen for the world. When the Arabs dominated Islam, the contest between East and West had, indeed, become a contest between Christianity and Islam, between Oriental and Occidental ideas of progress. The ascendency of the Turk brought the East tinder the control of a race which was not progressive at all. Under the Arabian, ascendency the advance'of science and of philosophy compared favorably with that in Europe* But the Turk was a soldier, and nothing more. He could fight, and W& as a fighter were intensified by,his fanatical adherence to